
Rhode Island Court Structure

SUPREME COURT*

1 Chief Justice

4 Justices

Including Administrative 

Office of State Courts 

and courtwide support

WORKERS’ 

COMPENSATION COURT

1 Chief Judge

9 Associate Judges

Appellate Division

All controversies about 

workers’ compensation claims 

SUPERIOR COURT**

1 Presiding Justice

21 Associate Justices

5 Magistrates

Criminal - All felonies; 

Civil - Over $5,000 

DISTRICT COURT

1 Chief Judge

12 Associate Judges

2 Magistrates

Criminal; Civil - Under $5,000 

($5,000 - $10,000 concurrent

with Superior Court) 

FAMILY COURT

1 Chief Judge

11 Associate Justices

9 Magistrates

Domestic Relations; Juvenile; 

Domestic Violence 

TRAFFIC TRIBUNAL

1 Chief Magistrate

3 Associate Judges

4 Magistrates

Appellate Division

All non-criminal matters  

about traffic cases*
  Court of last resort

* *
 Court of general jurisdiction

    All other courts have limited jurisdiction

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF STATE COURTS

Writ of Certiorari

Writ of Certiorari

Appeals

Appeals

Appeals

Appeals


